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CAPITAL BRANCH 

 

* * PRESS RELEASE * * 
 

Date: March 9, 2021 

Contact: Joe Zongol, Capital Branch Chairman 

zongolj@wseinc.com 

(860) 919-6876 

  

For Immediate Release 

  

American Public Works Association (APWA) Capital Branch 

2020 Public Works Projects of the Year 

 

What:          

         

The American Public Works Association, Capital Branch solicits nominations for and 

presents annual awards to owners, designers, contractors, and individuals for projects and 

achievements in the public works arena for the prior year. Public works project is defined 

as the physical structure and facilities that are developed, owned, and maintained by 

public agencies to house government functions and provide water, power, waste disposal, 

transportation, and similar public services in accordance with established public policy. 

The awards criteria consist of the following: 

 

1. Use of good construction management techniques and completion of the project 

on schedule. 

2. Safety performance and demonstrate awareness of the need for a good overall 

safety program during construction. 

3. Community relations as evidence by efforts to minimize public inconvenience due 

to construction, safety precautions to protect public lives and property, provision 

observation areas, guided tours, or other means of improving relations between 

the agency and the public. 

4. Demonstrated awareness for the need to protect the environment during the 

project.  This includes any special consideration given to particular environmental 

concerns raised during the course of the project. 

5. Unusual accomplishments under adverse conditions including, but not limited to 

age or condition of facility, adverse weather, soil, or other site conditions over 

which there is no control. 
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6. Additional conditions deemed of importance to the public works agency, such as 

exceptional efforts to maintain quality control and, if value engineering is used, 

construction innovations as evidence by time and/or money-saving techniques 

developed and/or successfully utilized. 

7. Use of sustainable infrastructure rating system or the equivalent (such as the 

Envision rating system) to ensure project is sustainable. 

 

This year the APWA Capital Branch recognized eight projects and one individual for 

awards. Due to the pandemic, this year’s banquet was held virtually. 

 

When:            

      

Friday, February 19, 2021 

 

Where:          

      

Virtual Event (Due to COVID Restrictions) 

 

PROJECT AWARDS 
 

Project:   Albany Airport International Parking Garage 

Category:   Structures – $25 Million to $75 Million 

Managing Agency: Albany County Airport Authority  

Prime Consultant: CHA Consulting, Inc. 

Prime Contractor: Turner Construction Company  

 

Project Summary: Parking demand at the Albany International Airport, especially for covered spaces close 

to the terminal, was strong, and at peak periods, significantly exceeded capacity. The Albany County 

Airport Authority (ACAA) took this opportunity to expand parking in a way that would enhance the traveler 

experience and reshape the way drivers arrive at the airport with a new five-level precast concrete parking 

garage connected to the terminal. Completed on budget and within the client's aggressive 18-month 

schedule, the $40 million Albany International Airport Parking Garage provides 1,050 urgently needed 

covered parking spaces while incorporating innovative wayfinding and energy-efficient lighting systems.  

 

The garage was built on site within a busy airport, sandwiched between a Security Identification Display 

Area fence and Airport Terminal Road. Multiple foundation plans were designed and reviewed for cost, 

material availability, and schedule impact before selecting H-Piles as the best option. Numerous 

underground utilities were moved before driving 485 H-Piles. During construction, the team maintained 

a designated construction zone precluding unauthorized entry and held regular coordination meetings to 

ensure safety as well as environmentally responsible operations. 

 

The new facility features an elevated pedestrian walkway to the terminal, which is temperature-

controlled, and a new vehicular entrance off Albany-Shaker Road that ramps up and bridges over Jetway 

Drive to Level 3 of the garage. From an aesthetic perspective, the brick exterior and open design, along 

with ambient lighting and an exterior color-changing LED ribbon, take the space to a whole new level. 

Other innovative features include rooftop solar panels on the pedestrian bridge and a state-of-the-art 

PARCS System with automated space detection, real-time monitoring, and license plate readers 

facilitating ticketless entry. 
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Project:   Albany-Hudson Electric Trail (AHET) 

Category:   Transportation – $25 Million - $75 Million 

Managing Agency: Greenway Conservancy for the Hudson River Valley (Conservancy) 

Prime Consultant: Greenman – Petersen Inc.  

Prime Contractor: Carver Construction, Inc.   

 

Project Summary: The Albany-Hudson Electric Trail (AHET) is a 36-mile-long pedestrian and bicycle trail 

which crosses through two counties (Rensselaer and Columbia), one city (Rensselaer), eight towns (East 

Greenbush, Schodack, Nassau, Chatham, Kinderhook, Stuyvesant, Stockport, Greenport), and three 

villages (Nassau, Valatie, and Kinderhook). The AHET is a major segment of the larger Empire State Trail 

(EST), a continuous 750-mile bicycling and pedestrian path which is now completed and spans New York 

State from New York City to Canada and Buffalo to Albany and is the longest multi-use trail in the nation. 

The AHET consists of a combination of both off-road and on-road segments, sidewalks, and side paths 

with nine trailheads. It is open year-round, dawn to dusk, for non-motorized recreation (ATVs, dirt bikes, 

snowmobiles, and other motorized vehicles along with equestrian use is strictly prohibited). While the 

trail will not be plowed during winter months, it is open for hiking, bicycling, cross-country skiing, and 

snowshoeing as weather conditions allow.  

 

The trail provides important recreational, health, transportation, safety, environmental, community and 

economic benefits to local communities along the route, attracting hikers, bikers, and cross-country skiers 

and providing access to destinations, heritage areas, historic sites, as well as shops, galleries and 

restaurants within historic districts and downtowns.  

 

This project will also be receiving a New York Chapter APWA State Award. 

 

Project:   City of Troy Seawall Stabilization 

Category:   Disaster or Emergency Construction/Repair – $5 Million to $25 Million 

Managing Agency: City of Troy 

Prime Consultant: CHA Consulting, Inc. 

Prime Contractor: C.D. Perry & Sons Inc.  

 

Project Summary: The City of Troy, New York, urgently needed to address the rehabilitation of its 95-year-

old concrete seawall along the banks of the Hudson River due to damage from Hurricane Irene. 

Rehabilitation presented many significant challenges, including performing most of the construction from 

barges in a tidal river environment, working within a very narrow footprint for the stabilization work due 

to concerns of encroachment into the river, and limitations imposed for construction activities due to 

extensive permitting requirements.  

 

The rehabilitation included concrete repairs to the face of the wall, construction of a new precast concrete 

panel system supported by steel piles and tiebacks to strengthen the wall and increasing the wall’s height 

to improve the resiliency of the business corridor against rising flood levels. The solution provides the 

public an aesthetically pleasing view with enhanced access to the river and protects a significant county 

wastewater interceptor sewer while providing essential flood protection to the thriving downtown 

commercial district. 

 

This project will also be receiving a New York Chapter APWA State Award. 
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Project:   East Street Renewal Project 

Category:   Environmental – Less than $5 Million 

Managing Agency: City of Rensselaer  

Prime Consultant: Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C. 

Prime Contractor: Micheli Contracting Corp.  

 

Project Summary: East Street is located in the City of Rensselaer and provides access to the Albany-

Rensselaer Amtrak Station, the 8th busiest train station in the United States. This project included the 

implementation of green infrastructure along a 600 foot stretch of East Street adjacent to the train station 

and the Capital District Transportation Authority (“CDTA”) parking facility. The roadway was also 

programmed for a pavement rehabilitation and other utility improvements. In order to improve drainage 

and to reduce the impact of stormwater, the City retained Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C. (“B&L”) to develop 

a feasibility study and feasible design to reduce the impact of stormwater on the existing drainage system, 

improve the environment, provide a demonstration project that shows the benefits of Green 

Infrastructure, and to enhance the corridor aesthetics. Through the feasibility study, the City secured a 

grant from the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (“EFC”) under the Green Innovations 

Grant Program (“GIGP”) and retained B&L to complete the design and construction management of the 

GIGP project. The project area is located in a low point of the surrounding watershed where stormwater 

runoff from the adjacent CDTA parking lot and sidewalk was conveyed along the surface to East Street 

and joined runoff from the roadway. The stormwater was collected by drainage basins and conveyed by 

underground pipes to the Quackenderry Creek without treatment. The GIGP project installed 

approximately 4,200 square feet of heavy-duty porous asphalt pavement and 7,800 square feet of bio-

retention systems to collect and treat stormwater. The project also included impervious surface reduction 

by reducing the width of East Street from 36 to 32 feet wide and the sidewalk from 10 to 6 feet wide 

through the project area. The project also provided secondary benefits to the area such as traffic calming, 

aesthetic enhancements, and an increased community awareness of green infrastructure applications.  

 

Project:   Emergency Slope Repair on Albany County Rt 9 Bradt Hollow Rd 

Category:   Disaster or Emergency Construction/Repair – Less than $5 Million 

Managing Agency: Albany County Department of Public Works  

Prime Consultant: Dente Group, A Terracon Company 

Prime Contractor: Albany County Department of Public Works  

 

Project Summary: Albany County has recognized workers who are capable of handling more than the 

typical county projects and chose to give these employees the chance to use their skills to do this project 

inhouse, while saving the county taxpayers substantially by not bidding this project to outside 

construction firms. Albany County Stormwater Program Technician Robert Gunther reviewed the plans 

with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and the United States Army Corps 

of Engineers, and obtained the permits required to relocate the stream and bring the fill material in that 

was necessary to stabilize the slope. 

 

Albany County developed a three-phase schedule and assembled a team of skilled workers consisting of 

two level 3 equipment operators, Jeff Brate and John Wilber, level 2 equipment operator Andy Govel, and 

level 1 equipment operator John Labarr. The project was led by Albany County Engineering Technician 

Nicholas Calordino. The first phase consisted of preparing the site, however the first actual clearing of the 

site started during the design period in March of 2020, as the area to be cleared was considered a 

protected potential habitat for bats. The bats in this area have become susceptible to a condition known 

as “white nose syndrome.” This has led to a decline in local bat populations, so extreme care must be 
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taken when disturbing a potential habitat. All trees to be removed were monitored for any bat activity 

and removed before the season of bat hibernation ended. This ensured no populated habitat was 

destroyed. All trees felled were given to the owners of the corresponding properties, who were gracious 

in letting Albany County access their land and do what was necessary to fix the slope failure. Roughly 95% 

of the site was outside Albany County’s right of way, and located on private property, so community 

outreach was essential in making this project happen. 

 

Project:   Replacement of CR 113 over the Batten Kill  

Category:   Structures – Less than $5 Million 

Managing Agency: Washington County Department of Public Works   

Prime Consultant: Greenman – Pedersen, Inc.   

Prime Contractor: Kubricky Construction Corporation   

 

Project Summary: The Replacement of County Route 113 over the Batten Kill involved the construction 

of a three-span concrete arch bridge. The new bridge replaces an existing bridge, also known as the Clarks 

Mills Bridge, which was a 298-ft long three-span concrete arch bridge erected in 1916. In 2002, the bridge 

became eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. After a service life of 100 years, the 

bridge exhibited signs of deterioration with portions of the concrete parapet missing and exposed 

reinforcing steel starting to corrode along the entire fascia. In addition to the major structural deficiencies, 

the existing bridge width of only 27-ft made it unsafe for vehicular traffic, bicyclists, and pedestrians.  

 

Due to the historic status of the bridge, presence of “precontact artifacts” and sensitive fish habitats, the 

demolition and replacement of the bridge posed a great deal of engineering challenges to design a new 

bridge that was more functional and sustainable while minimizing impacts to the environment and 

remaining historically respectful. The newly designed bridge is a three-span concrete, precast concrete 

arch bridge with a similar appearance to the historical bridge. The new bridge has three 88-ft clear spans 

with a total length of just under 300-ft. The new abutments and piers were keyed into bedrock which was 

ideal for an arch type of bridge that exbibits a thrust force. The replacement bridge carries two 11 ft travel 

lanes, two 5 ft shoulders and one 5 ft sidewalk on approximately the same horizontal and vertical 

alignment. The arch headwall and concrete u-walls were aesthetically treated and stained to increase the 

aesthetic appearance of the replacement bridge. The bridge was opened to traffic in December of 2019 

with some of the finish work completed in June 2020. Due to the overall management and guidance of 

the project team, this $4.9M project was efficiently managed, came in under budget at $4.3M and was 

completed ahead of schedule.  

 

Project:   Roosevelt II Bathhouse Rehabilitation  

Category:   Historical Restoration/Preservation – Less than $5 Million 

Managing Agency: New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation –   

   Saratoga / Capital Region  

Prime Consultant: CHA Consulting, Inc.  

Prime Contractor: Bonacquisti Brothers Construction   

 

Project Summary: First opened in 1935 by former New York Governor and President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

the iconic Georgian Revival-style Roosevelt II Bathhouse had been closed since the late 1980s after falling 

into disuse. The $2.3 million renovation of Roosevelt II Bathhouse is part of a plan to make the building a 

center for arts and wellness. Funded through Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Regional Economic Development 

Council (REDC) initiative, which invests in regional economic projects, the bathhouse's historic lobby has 

been restored; new restrooms installed; new heating, ventilation and plumbing systems added, toxic 
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asbestos removed; and programming space developed. Phase I of the project involved abating a 

substantial amount of asbestos containing materials, roof repair, and installing new electric service. Phase 

II rehabilitated the main lobby, tenant space, and adjacent public restrooms to attract private developers 

and potential end users. Exterior entry doors, window and masonry restoration was also included in this 

phase.  

 

Restoration of the Roosevelt II Bathhouse represents the careful planning, community collaboration, and 

significant investment that will ensure Saratoga Spa State Park remains a treasure of the New York State 

Park System. The Saratoga Performing Arts Center (SPAC) will establish the venue as a unique 

international cultural destination, providing a full-functioning year-round creative and maker space. The 

not-for-profit group COESA will use 2,700 square feet of the facility to offer retreat experiences and classes 

in well-being. The remaining 12,000 feet will be redeveloped in the future. In praise of the project, 

Governor Cuomo said, "The Roosevelt II Bathhouse is a living piece of New York history that once provided 

a natural luxury experience to everyday New Yorkers, and by breathing new life into the facility visitors 

will once again find themselves enjoying the peace and beauty of Saratoga's natural springs." 

 

This project will also be receiving a New York Chapter APWA State Award. 

 

Project:   Zim Smith Trail Southern Extension 

Category:   Transportation –Less than $5 Million 

Managing Agency: Saratoga County Planning Department 

Prime Consultant: Greenman – Pedersen Inc.  

Prime Contractor: Peter Luizzi & Bros. Contracting Inc.   

 

Project Summary: This Locally Administered Federal Aid project involved the construction of a paved 

multi-use path and safety improvements from East Line Road, in the Village of Ballston Spa to Elizabeth 

Street Extension in the City of Mechanicville. Through a diligent effort to seek out a variety of funding 

sources Saratoga County was able to expand beyond a recreational trail, including necessary safety 

enhancements to improve the trail user experience. 

 

The project involved safety improvements at the existing Eastline Road trail crossing, paving 2.8 miles of 

existing stone dust Zim Smith trail from the Village of Round Lake to Coons Crossing Road, and 

constructing a 2.7-mile extension of the 10-foot-wide asphalt multi-use trail to accommodate bicyclists 

and pedestrians from Coons Crossing Road to Elizabeth Street Extension in Mechanicville. The project also 

included four paved parking areas for trail users at the Round Lake trailhead, Coons Crossing trailhead, 

Floud trailhead, and Mechanicville trailhead, a bridge over Sucker Brook, and necessary safety features 

such as bicycle safe fencing, pavement markings and signs, and other trail amenities. The County identified 

the following project objectives: 

• To create a safe and accessible multi-use facility that could be used for recreational and as an 

alternative mode of transportation within the project area. 

• To provide a continuous ADA-accessible trail system that supports users of all means and 

abilities. 

• To fill critical gaps and provide connections between national, regional, and local natural heritage 

areas, recreational sites and destinations that are a great benefit to the public. 

• To formalize and enhance the recreational use of the surrounding area by extending the trail. 

• To provide defined, accessible parking areas for trail users. 

• To increase safety at trail crossing locations for trail and roadway users. 
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This project construction began in October 2018 and was completed on September 23, 2020 and accepted 

by the County in October 2020. The project included design and construction of the following: 

• Eastline Road safety improvements at the Zim Smith Trail crossing on Eastline Road in Village of 

Ballston Spa 

• Round Lake parking lot improvements off George Avenue (NYS Rt 911U) in Village of Round Lake 

• Paving of the existing stone dust trail segment 400 feet south of George Avenue (NYS 911U) in 

Village of Round Lake to Coons Crossing Road in Town of Halfmoon 

• Coons Crossing parking lot improvements at the existing Zim Smith Trail terminus at Coons 

Crossing Road in Town of Halfmoon 

• Zim Smith trail extension from existing Zim Smith Trail terminus at Coons Crossing Road in Town 

of Halfmoon to the proposed Mechanicville Bus Garage Driveway on Elizabeth Street Extension 

in the City of Mechanicville 

• Floud Parking Lot Construction located southeast of the proposed Zim Smith Trail extension 

• Mechanicville Trail Terminus Parking Lot Construction located off Elizabeth Street Extension at 

bottom of the future Mechanicville Bus Garage Driveway 

 

INDIVIDUAL AWARD 
 

Recipient:   John Dzialo 

Category:   Citation for Exemplary Services to Public Works 

Nominating Agency: Stormwater Coalition of Albany County  

 

The Stormwater Coalition was formed in 2008 via an Intermunicipal Agreement (IMA); there is a Board of 

Directors which meets quarterly; a Working Group which meets monthly; Albany County is the host; and 

the Coalition has been the recipient of multiple NYSDEC WQIP MS4 Permit grants over multiple years. 

 

Members of the Coalition are all public entities regulated under the NYSDEC General SPDES Permit for 

Stormwater Discharges from Municipal Separated Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s). As such, members are 

responsible for implementing the same MS4 Permit mandates and since its inception the Coalition has 

served as a clearinghouse of ‘stormwater’ information and at times implemented permit mandates 

collaboratively. 

 

The MS4 Permit itself includes both oversight of the NYSDEC General SPDES Permit for Stormwater 

Discharges from Construction Activity and for some “MS4s” oversight of Industrial Activity stormwater 

permits. These stormwater permits are national in scope and ultimately regulated under the Federal Clean 

Water Act. Their purpose is to reduce the amount and type of stormwater pollution discharged to local 

water ways. 

 

These particular stormwater permits were first released by NYSDEC in 2003. At the time, those charged 

with implementing these permits were all new to the requirements, regulators included. Consequently, 

many needed to draw on their past experience working in public works or elsewhere and approach 

implementation with an open mind. John Dzialo was assigned to work on the MS4 Permit back in 2006 

and was particularly well suited to developing the Town’s Stormwater Program. 

 

Hired to work in the Town back in the mid-1980s, he first worked for Pure Waters driving trucks, jetting 

lines, and repairing infrastructure. He then moved to the Highway Department where he plowed snow, 

black topped roads and located all types of infrastructure owned by the Town of Colonie. This early 
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experience resulted in a deep knowledge of municipal operations which proved to be a significant asset 

when teasing out how best to implement wide ranging MS4 Permit requirements. 

 

In addition to managing the Town of Colonie Stormwater Program, a position John held up until his 

retirement this year, December 31, 2020 he also helped to create the Stormwater Coalition and served as 

a representative to the Coalition Board of Directors. He routinely participated in monthly Coalition 

Working Group meetings, as well as a variety of Coalition-led projects many of which were grant funded. 

 

It is through these shared activities that all Coalition members have gotten to know John’s work, his 

character, his leadership, his honesty, and his willingness to work cooperatively with others. In general, 

the Town of Colonie Stormwater Management Program he created has been a model for other 

municipalities in the Coalition and elsewhere.  

 

Here is the perspective of one Coalition member familiar with the intersection of MS4 oversight of the 

Construction Activity permit:  

 

“John bridged the gap between legislative or regulatory intent and the implementation processes of such 

criteria. He worked with the development community and design firms via municipal oversight within the 

Town of Colonie and guided design principals to obtain stormwater elements that provided the best 

design elements necessary to implement the regulations.” 

 

As documentation for why we support this Nomination, below is a list of Coalition led activities where 

John’s role was critical to both the implementation and overall success. As this is a Nomination by the 

Stormwater Coalition the activities here focus on the Stormwater Coalition. His specific accomplishments 

within the Town of Colonie are measured by the attentiveness of all Coalition members to John’s advice 

regarding their own program implementation. He was constantly sought out for advice and suggestions. 

 

John Dzialo Accomplishments – Coalition Projects and Other Initiatives 

• Helped organize two Financing Stormwater Programs hosted at the Town of Colonie (2006 and 

2007). 

 

These programs recognized long term stormwater financing considerations, far reaching in intent. 

 

• Identified and facilitated the construction of a demonstration rain garden at Town of Colonie 

Public Operations Center (2012) 

 

John worked with staff from Cornell Cooperative Extension of Albany County-Master Gardeners 

and Albany County Soil and Water Conservation District to locate and construct this garden. Rain 

gardens at the time were a new design practice unfamiliar to many. The demonstration rain 

garden served to illustrate their purpose, appearance, and maintenance needs. 

 

• Helped guide the creation of 12 Post Construction Stormwater Management Practices - General 

Maintenance Cards (2010) 

 

John served on the Coalition Sub-Committee which provided design ideas and feedback to Hazen 

and Sawyer, the consulting firm hired to create cards. These maintenance cards are now typically 

inserted into Construction Activity Permit SWPPP Operation and Maintenance Plans. See Coalition 

website: 
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https://stormwateralbanycounty.org/construction-activity-permit/ 

 

• Helped guide the creation and text of the initial Stormwater Coalition of Albany County Inter-

Municipal Agreement (2008) 

 

John participated in multiple meetings (group and individual) with Bond Schoeneck and King, the 

law firm hired to develop and finalize the agreement. The Coalition would not exist unless John 

and others took a close look at the text and intent of the Coalition, always looking for consensus. 

 

• Represented the Town of Colonie on the Coalition Board of Directors (2009 to 2020) and served 

as Board Chairperson (March 2016 to December 2020) 

 

John throughout his tenure, guided the Coalition Director in all aspects of Coalition management, 

NYSDEC grant responsibilities, and participated in Coalition hiring decisions. 

 

• Presented educational programs to elementary age children. 

 

John received training in Project Wet lesson plans from Five Rivers, helped to create Project Wet 

kits, and used these kits at multiple presentations (Blue Creek Elementary; Model Cities). He 

spearheaded the practical use of Project Wet activities in the classroom. 

 

• Identified and prepared multiple WAVE volunteer stream monitoring sites in the Town of Colonie 

(~ 2015-2019) 

 

John and his staff routinely researched and prepared safe, accessible stream monitoring sites for 

the Coalition sponsorship of WAVE stream monitoring. As a WAVE Coordinator he also 

participated in WAVE monitoring. This access made possible the use of WAVE to meet MS4 Permit 

public participation requirements Coalition-wide. 

 

• Helped develop GIS data model used to guide storm system and combined sanitary system GPS 

field mapping for all Coalition municipalities. 

 

John participated in the Coalition Storm System Mapping Sub-Committee and facilitated the 

participation of Town GIS staff in the effort (2011 -2013). John’s knowledge of infrastructure types 

and features were critical to this group process and the creation of a shared data model. 

 

• Helped create, “A Guidance Document for MS4s and Other Stormwater Practitioners – Forms for 

MS4s and SWPPP Content Checklists” (March 2016) 

 

John participated in the Coalition SWPPP Check List Sub-Committee. The content of this check list 

included items sometimes overlooked by SWPPP design engineers. Field inspections by the Town 

of Colonie stormwater staff guided these recommendations, many of which were identified by 

John and incorporated into the check list. See Coalition website, Construction Activity Permit tab 

for details. 

 

• Helped organize and participated in Coalition Green Infrastructure Bus Tour (September 24, 2013) 
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John prepared a presentation and demonstrated the use of porous asphalt for a Town owned 

road at Antoinette Estates – over 100 participated in the tour. Porous asphalt was an unfamiliar 

green infrastructure application at the time. Seeing is believing. See Coalition website, Green 

Infrastructure tab for details.  

 

• Guided and reviewed Weston &Sampson study, “Analysis and Development of Stormwater 

Program Costs for Colonie, NY to Support Potential Implementation of a Stormwater Utility” 

(March 2020) 

 

John provided cost estimates and critiqued impervious mapping accuracy. If regulatory 

expectations expand regarding Ms4 Permit requirements, this analytical work and potential 

funding strategy could be beneficial to the Town and other Towns of a similar size going forward. 

 

• Provided wide ranging support to Coalition municipalities. 

 

John helped guide and train new stormwater staff from other Coalition municipalities (shadow 

construction site visits and inspections); explained SWPPP review procedures, record keeping, and 

escrow account options; explained the EPA audit experience to others and guided priorities. 

 

• Assisted NYSDEC regulators in understanding Construction Activity and/or MS4 Permit issues from 

an MS4/municipal perspective; provided input as requested. 

 

John routinely asked for NYSDEC’s guidance and his questions and input helped inform their 

response and understanding of front-line issues related to permit implementation. 

 

For the Stormwater Coalition of Albany County, John Dzialo was pivotal leader over many years. He helped 

define for others realistic policies and approaches for implementing the MS4 Permit all based on his own 

understanding of municipal operations and a personal commitment to protecting water quality.  

 

*** 


